
Intro to poetic concepts like m
eter 

(using m
usical instrum

ents), rhym
e, and alliteration 

(seven sailing sisters...)
M

ultim
edia – using com

puter anim
ations. (A

lso 
large-scale full-color boards available: hands-on, 
touchable displays, illustrating concepts like 
onom

atopoeia (w
ords that sound like w

hat they m
ean: 

bang, zoom
, fizz)

Fully interactive: no bored kids. N
ot a lecture. O

riginal 
(m

ostly funny) poem
s are read.

K
ids w

rite their ow
n poem

s, or w
e w

rite a group 
poem

 – depending on the crow
d, and the literacy 

level. 
K

ids receive a handout: includes coloring pages, 
concept review

 &
 suggestions for further reading.

Intro to poetic concepts like m
eter (using 

m
usical instrum

ents), rhym
e, and alliteration 

(seven sailing sisters...)
M

ultim
edia – using com

puter anim
ations. 

(Large-scale full-color draw
ings available: 

hands-on, touchable displays, illustrating 
concepts like onom

atopoeia (w
ords that 

sound like w
hat they m

ean: bang, zoom
, fizz)

Fully interactive: N
o bored kids. N

ot a lecture. 
O

riginal (m
ostly funny) poem

s w
ill be read.

K
ids w

rite their ow
n poem

s. 
K

ids receive handout booklet w
ith concept 

review
 &

 suggestions for further reading.

Focus on w
hat poetry is about – w

hy read it, w
hy w

rite it? Is it okay 
to like popular m

usic? Is TH
AT poetry? Is TH

IS? Is it okay to 
dislike “good” poetry? H

ow
 do you know

 a bad poem
? H

ow
 do you 

know
 a good poem

? O
nce you know

 w
hat you’re talking about – or  

at least, once you show
 a genuine interest – it’s okay to have an 

opinion. 
Intro to poetic concepts: m

eter (using m
usical instrum

ents), 
rhym

e, alliteration (seven sailing sisters...)
M

ultim
edia – using com

puter anim
ations. 

Fully interactive: no bored kids. O
riginal (m

ostly funny) poem
s 

read; carefully chosen classics; som
e lyrics from

 pop culture m
usic.

K
ids w

rite their ow
n poem

s. 
K

ids receive handout booklet w
ith concept review

 &
 suggestions 

for further reading .
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45 m
inutes to 1 hour
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1 hour – 1 hour, 15 m

in.

Focus on w
hat poetry is about – w

hy read it, w
hy 

w
rite it? A

 look at popular m
usic: is TH

AT poetry? 
Is it allow

ed to dislike “good” poetry? H
ow

 do you 
recognize a bad poem

? H
ow

 do you know
 a good 

poem
? O

nce you know
 w

hat you’re talking about – 
or at least, once you show

 a genuine interest – it’s 
okay to have an opinion.

Poetic concepts: alliteration, m
eter, rhym

e (rap), and 
free &

 blank verse
M

ultim
edia presentations, including m

ovies of 
fam

ous poets including M
aya A

ngelou, and rap 
artists from

 YouTube
Reading of som

e original poem
s

W
riting w

orkshop and poetry sharing
Participants receive booklet w

ith concept review
s &

 
suggestions for further reading.

 1 hour

interactive!

elizabeth w
illiam

s bushey is a w
riter/journalist, illustrator, w

eb developer, 
fine-art photographer,  and children’s m

usician, giving concerts all over. She 
runs the popular children’s w

eb site Inkless Tales, at w
w

w.inklesstales.com
, w

hich is 
linked to over 1500 schools, libraries and m

useum
s around the w

orld and  receives 
approxim

ately tw
o m

illion hits m
onthly from

 all over the globe. Inkless Tales is 
endorsed by the Am

erican Library Association, the Internet Public Library, the 
Encyclopedia Britannica, and Reading Is Fundam

ental (RIF).
word power: Get it? Got it. Good!


